22" April 2020

It is hard to believe that it was only last Wednesday that we commenced remote learning in
support of the Government initiative to keep the Victorian and Australian community safe
through social distancing to reduce the spread of COVID-19. The Damascus community has
been extraordinary in your ability to adapt to this new and changed environment. | thank and
congratulate each member of the community for your willingness to go on this unexpected
journey with us.

Recognising the good things to arise from challenging times can be difficult. In this Sunday’s
gospel, the disciples failed to recognise the risen Jesus on the road to Emmaus. It took
Jesus to explain to them the stories from Moses and the prophets that referred to His death
and resurrection. Jesus, the teacher, revealed himself on the road to Emmaus and the
disciples received him gratefully in the breaking of the bread.

In the spirit of gratefulness and Christian leadership, our House Leadership team have
created a beautiful reflection on things that they are grateful for and this was shared with
students in TA this morning. | share it with our community, as a reflection of the appreciation
for the positive contributions coming from Damascus and society throughout this time.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4YvsA0ZWEO&feature=youtu.be

As a parent supporting students in remote learning, | am gaining some first-hand insights this
week. Some of the things that | am observing is how genuine students’ efforts are to engage
with their work. Just as in the conventional classroom, | encourage students to reach out to
their teacher when they are finding aspects of the work challenging.

Some younger students were feeling overwhelmed by the volume of emails that came into
inboxes last week, and there is a possibility that as the first fortnight draws to a close at the
end of this week that students may be worried if they have not completed all their work.
Again, encourage them to reach out to their teacher, typically through email — to communicate
their concerns. None of us have been in this space before, and we are all learning together.
One modification we have made for the next fortnight is that students will receive their
“package” of work directly from their subject teacher to reduce the confusion about where
work is coming from. This next package may start to arrive from Friday afternoon and on
Monday morning. This is not so students will work on it over the weekend, but so that it is in
inboxes at the start of next week. Parents will also be emailed the work. The Remote
Learning Manual on the College website has been updated to reflect these changes.

One of the real learnings of this period is the volume of new engagement with technology. In
many cases, it is not new technology, but using existing technologies more comprehensively.
Maths and PE teacher, Laura Kimm, put the following document together to support students
who are having to labour through large volumes of written text. Using the text-reading
function in MS Word can help students who are finding reading large quantities of text
challenging. Laura’s guide is attached.

Over the next fortnight, we will start to seek some feedback through different survey tools, to
try and improve everyone’s experience. If you receive a survey, we would appreciate your
feedback.

This Saturday, April 25" is ANZAC day. On Friday morning, we will be using a shared
resource prepared by our Humanities, Faith and Development teams to commemorate
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ANZAC Day, and we want all students to engage with this commemoration during TA time.
The celebration of the ANZAC spirit and the desire for peace will have a special significance
in 2020.

The safety of the Damascus community is the key priority of this period of time. It sits
alongside our commitment to continuing our provision of quality education and maintaining a
connected and supported community. In ensuring we are able to provide the support families
need, please contact fees@damascus.vic.edu.au if your family is experiencing financial
duress. Young people’s education must not be a victim of this global pandemic, and we are
here to help. If there are other forms of assistance that families may require, please contact
info@damascus.vic.edu.au or for technology support contact helpdesk@damascus.vic.edu.au.
The regular channels of TA, House Leaders, Counsellors or the Leadership Team can be
contacted through the office or email.

We keep in our prayers Mercy Sister, Liz Dowling, who has lost her loved Mum this week.
May she find eternal rest in the arms of our loving God.

Continue to stay safe, until next week ...

Kind regards

Matthew Byrne
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Using TEXT to SPEECH on word documents.

1. Open up the word document

2. Click File and scroll down to options

Document] - Ward N Wi

Info

New

Protect Document Properties -
Open P Control what types of changes peaple can make to this document. Size Mot saved yet
Protect
Pz
o Document - ke 4
] Wards 21
Total Editing Time 1 Minute
Save As 8 9
) In.spect Postiyen: Title Add a title
Before publishing this file, be aware that it contains:
Rt Check for Document properties and author's name Tags Add a tag
Issues - Comments Add comments
Share
Related Dates
e Manage Document i
VO o e e e Reren
Manage " There are no unsaved changes. Created Today, 7:07 PM
Document -
Last Printed
Accaunt
Related People

Authar :
Laura Kimm

Add an auther

Last Modified By Not saved

Show All Properties

709 PM

ENG o
19/04/2020

£ share

DFind -

Layout Referances Mailings Review View (' Tell me what ,

an
o, slib " i1 A - s . = A . -
; Calibr Boddy) 1| & K ma- B —-f * 5l 9 mabbecnd madboedd AzBoCe AsBbecr AQB askbecd scbecnd masbend | 7 e
, B Raplace
Paste B I U-2 %, x* A-%-A-Bl= = — t=_ 2. 1. !Noma TNoSpac. Headingl Heading2 Title Subtitle  Subtle Em.. Emphasis
¥ Format Painter i £ = A IS L — Select -
Clipboard " Font | Werd Optians ? X ~

e | g General options for working with Word.,

User Interface options
Toolbar on selection

¥ Enable Live Preview(T

Language
¥ Update document content while dragging 1

Advanced i
Screa Show feature descriptions in ScreenTips =

Custamize Ribbor -
Persanalize your capy of Micrasoft Office

Quick Access Toolbar )

Laura Kimm

Add-ins
Initials: LK

Instiebiat Always use these values regardless of sign in
Office Background: |Circles and Stripes ~
Office Tneme: | Colorful
start up options
Chaose the extensions you want Word to open by default: | Default Programs..
i Tell me if Micrasoft Word isn't the default program for viewing and editing documents
7 Gpen e-mall attachments and other uneditable files in rea
/i Shaw the Start screen when this applicatian starts
Real-time collaboration aptions
When working with athers, | want to automatically share my changes: sk e ~

Show names on presence flags
oK Cancel
e

T001 2twets [ 4




4. Click ‘all commands’ from the drop down menu
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5. Select the "Speak™ command and click the "Add" button to add it to the Quick Access
toolbar.
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6. Click ok to exit the word options. Your speak icon should now be in the quick access toolbar.
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6. Click ok to exit the word options. Your speak icon should now be in the quick access toolbar.
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7. Highlight the text you want to speak and click this icon. Make sure your volume is turned up.



